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LEVIT. x. 16. 


T hou ſhalt not go up and down as 
a Tale-bearer among thy Peo- 
ple: Neither ſhalt thou fland 
againfl the Blood of thy 
| Neighbour : I amihe Lord. 


M is no, ſmall Commendartior 
8 8 of our Holy Religion, that it 
WR doth not only lay down gene- 
Fo ral Rules for regulating the 
'© Purpoſes of our Hearts, the 
Words 11 our Lips, and the Actions of our 
Lives, but deſcends to Particulars under 
each of theſe, and cautions us againſt every 
Ting which would render us diſpleaſing to 
God, or injurious to our Neighbour, A- 
mongſt thoſe Things which are ſo in an 
high Degree, the Vice, which my Text leads 
me to treat of, muſt be ranked. 
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It ſeems there were ſome, even in thoſe 
antient Times, who had an Itch for Detra- 
ction and Calumny ; and therefore God faw 
fit, by an expreſs Law, to provide againſt 
it. Yea, we may run up its Pedigree much 
higher; it is the genuine Off-ſpring of the 
Accuſer of the Brethren ; and when he got 
footing in our World, by the primitive Apo- 
ſtaſy, it came in with him: And 'tis ama- 
Zing to think, with what ſpeed it ſpread it 
ſelf over the whole habitable World! Tho“ 
there is no hope of totally eradicating this 
Vice, which is ſo deeply rooted in the 
Minds of Men, and ſo great a Favourite of 
the evil Spirit; yet as the Son of God 
came to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 
and the Miniſters of the bleſſed Goſpel are 
from Age to Age to carry on the ſame glo- 
rious Deſign, I reſolve, in an humble De- 


pendance upon the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 


and Grace of the Redeemer, to do my ut- 
moſt in order thereto. The Word (Raufãil) 
we tranſlate a Tale-bearer, is derived from 
(Rokeel) a Root, which primarily ſignifies a 
Merchant or Tradeſman ; becauſe the De- 
tractor expoſes to Sale the Reputation and 
Honour of his Neighbour. Ezek. xxii. 9. 
In thee are Men that carry Tales to ſhed 
Blood: Or, according to the Margin, In 
thee are Men of Slanders, 


What 
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What Calumny and Detraction is, you 
are all pretty well acquainted. It is pub- 
liſhing a Falfity which tends to the Re- 
proach and Diſparagement of another; or, 
tho' the Accuſation be true, ſpeaking it 
without any weighty Reaſon. O! that it was 
as eaſy to cure this Diſtemper, as it is to 
deſcribe it. 

In treating upon this Vice, I purpoſe, with 
Divine Aſſiſtance, | 


| Firſt, To conſider it in its Source. 

Secondly, Repreſent to you the unhappy 
Conſequences of T ale-bearing and Ca- 
lumny. 

Thirdly, Endeavour to preſcribe proper 
Remedies for checking this Infection, 
which is ſo rife amongſt us. 

Fourthly, I ſhall addreſs my ſelf to thoſe 
who are Sufferers by this Vice. 

And Laſtly, Cloſe the Diſcourſe with a 


practical Inference or two. 


Firſt then, I am to conſider it in its 
Source. ; 

I. This Vice often ſprings from a mean, 
abject Spirit. A Perſon whoſe natural Abili- 
ties are of a groveling Size, and who hath 
taken no Pains to be Maſter of acquired 
ones, knows not how to bear his Part in 
Company; neither underſtanding ä 

Q- 
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Politicks, the Liberal Arts, or, the Belles 
Lettres, the polite Ones, the Converſation 
ows flat and inſipid; he therefore endea- 
vours to ſupply this Chaſm by a Detail of 
his Neighbour's Imperfections. He looks 
upon his being long in Company, and ha- 
ving nothing to fay, as What will expoſe 
him to Ridicule; and rather than be thought 
himſelf ridiculous, he endeavours to make 
his Neighbour ſo. 

2, From Envy. This unreaſonable Paſ- 
ſion turns the Happineſs of another into a 
Man's own Torment. If I am haunted by 
this Fury, I ſhall eſteem the high Reputa- 
tion my Neighbour hath gained as eclipſing 
my own; the Figure he makes in the 
World to be the Reaſon I am ſo little taken 


Notice of, This will make me cheriſh eve- 


ry malicious Whiſper, every Suſpicion, up- 
on whatever trifling Foundation built, to 
leſſen his Character, and preſent him to the 
World in a difadvantageous Light. The 
envious Man hath his Bow bent, and his 
Arrow ready on the String, that he may 
privately wound his innocent Neighbour, 
who dwells ſecutely by him. The wile 
Man obſerves, That Wrath 1s cruel, and 
Anger oitragious, but who is able to ſtand 
before Envy? Wrath and Anger are tranſi- 
ent Acts, though the Guſt may blow 
ſtrong, it is ſoon over; but Envy is a 
| ſettled 
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ſettled Habit, and is more irritated by 
Time. 

3. A Senſe of Mens Guilt in general, and 
even of thoſe particular Crimes they charge 
on others, is another Source of this back- 
biting, calumniating Spirit. One would 
think indeed, that of all Perſons, thoſe 
ſhould for their own ſake, be the tendereſt 
of the Reputation of others, but Experi- 
ence ſhows us the contrary. The guilty 
Wretch is afraid that the Faults he is con- 
{cious of ſhould be expoſed in broad Day, 
and therefore ſeeks to throw a Veil over 
them, by turning the Regard of the Perſon 
he converſes with from himſelf to ſome 
other Object. Theſe People think, that if 
by beſpattering their Neighbours they can 
make them as black as themſelves, their 
own Detormity will not be ſo viſible. 

4. This Vice is ſometimes owing to an 
impertinent Curioſity. Where this is the 
Spring, I cannot ſay they are equally guilty 
with the two laſt named Claſſes; but even 
they are highly culpable. The former ſtab 
a Man with Malice prepenſe, theſe by a 
kind of Chance-Medley : But whether by the 
one, or the other, the poor Man is ſtabbed ; 
the Conſequence is the ſame as to him; his 
good Name and Reputation, which are 
equally dear to him with Life it ſelf, and 


perhaps much dearer, are loſt, — 
e 
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ably loſt. An Itch after forbidden Know- 
ledge we derive from our firſt Parents, and 
if we indulge it, it will render us uneaſy 
to our ſelves, make us run into a thouſand 
Things we had better be ignorant of; and 
when we have pick'd up all the little Slips 
and Miſcarriages of our Neighbours, our 
Bellies will be like full Bottles, ready to 
burſt, till we have vented them to the firſt 
Perſon we meet. Theſe are your Buſy-bo- 
dies, who either having nothing to do, or 
through an Unſteadineſs of Temper, not 
being willing to ſettle to their own Affairs, 
are ever upon the Wing, fluttering from 
Viſit to Viſit, treaſuring up Scandal in the 
Converſation of one Family, to gabble over 
in the next. St. Paul, who was well ap- 
Prized of the infinite Damage ſuch Perſons 
do to Society, and the Reproach they bring 
upon Chriſtianity, ſeverely taxes ſome, as - 
Wanderers from Houſe to Houſe, and nat 
only Idle, but Tatlers alſo, and Buſj- Bodies, 
ſpeaking Things which they ought not. The 
Character of the Buſy-Body is thus drawn 
in Miniature by an able Hand. He is one 
who labours without Thanks, talks with- 
out Credit, lives without Love, and dies 
without Pity, fave, that ſome ſay, it was 
pity he died no ſooner, To one or other 


a I Tim, V. 13. 


of 


| Calunmy Delineated. g 
of theſe four Particulars this deteſtable Vice 
of Calumny is generally owing, | 


| Secondly, I am to repreſent to you, the 
unhappy Conſequences of Tale-bearing and 
Calumny. Now thefe concern eirher the 
Perſons whom we defame, or thoſe to 
whom we communicate the Slander, or our 
elves. As to the Perſon whom we defame, 
there is a great deal of Baſeneſs and Cow- 
ardice in the Action, which alone, me- 
thinks, ſhould make it abhorred by a gene- 
rous Mind. Tis a gn we are aſhamed or 
afraid to ſupport the Charge againſt him to 
his Face, and therefore watch for an Op- 
portunity of wounding him in the dark. 
Perhaps the Scandal we faſten upon his 
Character in our Vifit, may not entirely be 
wiped off all his Life after, ſince no ſooner 
is the A e uttered, but there are a 
thouſand Ecchoes ready to publiſh it, and 
thoſe Perſons who repeat it will be too apt 
to put in ſome unkind, additional Circum- 
ſtance; ſo liberal are Mankind in Matters of 
Scandal and Defamation. 

Tis a great Grief to the Perſon defamed, 
and if of a weak and tender Spirit, may 
cauſe him to pine away in anguiſh, and be 
ready to loath his very Being. The Words 
of a Tale-bearer are as Wounds, and they 
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o down into the innermoſ# Parts of the 
Belly * (whoſe Wounds are of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence.) The depriving 
a Man of his Reputation, Eſtate, yea, ſome- 
times of Life it ſelf, is the fatal Reſult of 
malicious Slanders. When the Prophet is 
giving us a Catalogue of the crying Sins of 
TFeruſalem, this is one, In thee are Men 
that carry Tales to ſhed Blood*. Thus in 
the Verſe where my Text is, Neither 
ſhalt thou ſtand againſt the Blood of thy 
Neighbour : I am the Lord. Intimating, 
| that the one led to the other; from being 
| a Retailer in Slander and Calumny, a Per- 
| ſon might in Time be drawn to bear falſe 
Witneſs againſt his innocent Neighbour in 
a Court of Judicature. Sometimes the 
| Perſon thus ſcandalized by us, is one to 
| whom we are indebted for many friendly 
and kind Offices; in that Caſe, the Guilt 
we contract by theſe ill- natur d Stories riſes 
much higher. 4 W, _— eparateth 
chief Friends. And in the Ninth Verſe of 
the following Chapter, He that covereth a 
Tranſgreſſion procureth Love, but he that 
repeateth a Matter ſeparateth very Friends. 


Prov. xviii. 8. 
© Exek. xxii. 9. 
d Prey. xvi. 28. 


As 
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As to thoſe to whom we communicate 
the Slander, it is either an Abuſe of their 
eaſy and credulous Temper, or the Che- 
Tiſhing a vicious Pleaſure we perceive they 
are apt to take in it. "Tis ſurprizing to 
think, with what Satisfaction ſome Perſons 
will ſet three or four Hours in Company, 
when almoſt all the Diſcourſe turns upon 
the real or imaginary Follies or Vices of 
their Neighbours ; each, in his Turn, bear- 
ing his Part, and ſo the Scandal goee 
round the Circle. 

In the third Place, be pleaſed to turn 
your Eyes upon the Tale-bearer himſelf, 
and let us ſee what his Gains are; truly 
ſuch as no thinking Perſon would be ambi- 
tious of. For, 1. Among the more judicious 
and penetrating Part of Mankind, the Tale» 
bearer, while he is intentionally publiſhing 


the Faults of others, is really publiſhing his 


own: They will be ſhy of ſuch a Perſon's 
Company, knowing that the ſame Temper 
which leads him to blacken others, will, as 
ſoon as an Opportunity offers, promp him 
to blacken them alſo. | 
Moreover, 2. What fad Work are ſuch ma- 
king for a bitter Repentance ? They may de- 
end upon it, if ever they are brought to a 
juſt Senſe of their Duty, the Remembrance 


of theſe Things will lay heavy on their 
B 2 Con- 
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Conſciences : How light ſoever any may 
now make of it, and at all Adventures heap 
Calumny and Slander upon their Neigh- 
bour's Head, yet ſure I am, theſe very Per- 
ſons are by the Apoſtle inſerted in the black 
Liſt. Vany Man that is called a Brother 
be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Idolater, 
or a Railer, with ſuch an one keep not Com- 
pany*. And in the following Chapter, ver. 
9, and 10. Be not deceived, neither Thieves, 
nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, 
all inherit the Kingdom of God. You ſee, 
Sirs, if you will ſtand by the Judgment of 
God, in what Claſs Railers and Revilers are 
ranked. But the Unhappinefs of it is, we 
often judge of Vice and Virtue, not accord- 
ing to the Ideas the Goſpel of Truth gives 
us, but according to thoſe of the World, 
How melancholy muſt the Reflections of 
ſuch a Sinner be, when Conſcience doth its 
Office? « Wretch that I have been, what a 
« Looſe have I given my Tongue in Calum- 
e niating and Defaming others? How ma- 
e ny falſe Reports have I been the Author 
* of? and, How many Men the unhappy 
“ Publiſhers of? How have I been tickled 
e and pleaſed in hearing the Miſcarriages 
* of others reaped up, and beyond Meaſure 
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« aggravated? O, the Injury! the irrepa- 
« rable Injury, I may have been guilty of, 
« with regard to many! And in injurin 
« them, how have I affronted my God, 
« whoſe Authority I have trampled upon, 
« by acting this vile Part! And as to my 
« ſelf, where is the Satisfaction and Peace 
« of my own Breaſt? | 
Far be it from me to accuſe any particu- 
lar Perſons; but if Conſcience whiſpers to 
any, I am the Man, or I the Woman, take 
the Hint, cheriſh the Conviction, and 
humble your ſelf deeply before God for 
it. To ſpeak freely, I fear we are moſt of 
us verily guilty in this Matter; though not, 
God be thanked, in the ſame notorious De- 
gree. Who is there among us who hath 
no Reaſon to charge himſelf with the 
Guilt of Tale-hearing ? Lord, pardon thy 


Servants in this Matter, and wherein we 


have done amiſs, by thy Grace enable us 
to do ſo no more. 

3. If there be any of us whom the di- 
vine Diſpleaſure and Senſe of Duty will not 
move, let us ſee whether an K 
drawn from their preſent Intereſt will. Tis 
this: None are ſo apt to feel the Weight of 


Tale-bearing and Scandal as themſelves, as 


they who have been moſt forward to load 
their Neighbours therewith. Can we forget 


(I 
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(I heartily wiſh our Practice ſhew'd we re- 
member d it more) that Saying of our 
Lord, With what Meaſure ye meet, it all 
be meaſured to you again!? And how do 
you think you would like a Return in the 


ſame Kind? How deeply have you reſent- 
ad the Scandals and Reproaches others have 


caſt upon you? What a ſecret Uneaſineſs 
have you felt in your Breaſt, though you 
might be conſcious, in that particular In- 
ſtance, you were not guilty ? for though we 
are often ſure, that the Cenſures paſſed up- 
on us are uttered by thoſe who know no- 
thing of us, and have neither Means nor 
Abilities to form a right Judgment con- 
cerning us; yet we can ſcarce forbear be- 
ing grieved at what they ſay. But not- 
withſtanding your Reſentment of ſuch 
Uſage, if you remain a notorious Dealer in 
this Vice, expect to bear all the Load, un- 
aſſiſted, unpitied; ſince nothing is more 
Juſt than that he who made à Pit, and dig- 

ed it, ſhould fall into the Ditch that he 
nade s. Methinks what hath been already 
offered, ſhould be ſufficient to deter us from 
a Vice pregnant with ſuch fatal Conſe- 
quences ; but as the Diſeaſe is become ſo 


f Matt. vii. 2. 
8 Pſa), vii. 15. 
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epidemick, and hath taken ſuch deep Root 
among us, be pleaſcd further to conſider 
theſe two Things. | 
(1.) That the allowed Practice, or the car- 
rying on the Trade of Tale-bearing (alluding 
to the Import of the original Word in our 
Text) is a vile Perverſion of the noble End 
for which the Powers of Speech are afford- 
ed us. Our Tongue is, by the Pſalmiſt, 
ſtiled Our Glory; when we uſe it in prai- 
ſing God, and benefiting our Neighbour, 
it is ſo indeed; when we uſe it as holy Fob 
did his; When the Ear heard me, then it 
bleſſed me: To ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to 
the drooping Spirit ; to counſel thoſe in 
their Affairs who are loſt in a Maze of 
Perplexity ; to brighten up the Character 
of a good Man that is ſullied; this is to 
. employ it aright; thus it will turn to a 
Teſtimony for us. Upon the very Mention 
of theſe Things, how lovely do they ap- 
pear ? and conſequently, how odious muſt 
that Vice be which is directly oppoſite- 
thereto? As to the Tongue of the common 
Tale-bearer, it is like the Tail of Samp- 
ſon's Foxes; it carries Firebrands along 
with it where-ever it goes, and is enough 
to ſet the Field of the World in a Flame 


n Job xxix. 11, 
Judges xv. 4, 5+ 
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(32.) The indulged Practice of this 7 ts 
nicious Vice is contrary both to the Practice 


and Precepts of the bleſſed Jeſus : He hath 


taught us to pray, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive thoſe who freſpaſe againſt us. 
But if we are ready to fer a-broach the tri- 
fling Affronts and Injuries that have been 
offer'd us, where-ever we come ; nay, which 
is ſtill worſe, make Proclamation ' of, and 
highly aggravate the leaſt Slips our Neigh- 
bour hath been guilty of, though they no 
way concern our ſelves ; is this to forgive 
their Treſpaſſes ? Would ro God, the. Sons 
of Wrath and Paſſion would conſider what 
they do, when they pray over, or pretend 
to do ſo, this Petition in our Lord's Prayer. 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law of Chrift : 
The Precepts he hath given us; the Do- 
ctrine he hath zaught us; the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment he hath inſtituted; the ſhining Ex- 
ample he hath ſet us; and, in a Word, the 
whole Goſpel breathes Love and Friendſhip. 


But what is more inconſiſtent with Charity, 


than Calumny and Backbiting? And con- 
ſequently, who leſs deſerves the Name of 
a Chriſtian than the Tale-bearer ? From 
what has been hitherto faid, we may all 
diſcern ſufficient Reaſon: for enacting ſuch a 
Law as this in our Text ; Thou ſhalt not go 


up and down as a Tale-bearer among thy 
Peo- 
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"People. I. proceed now to the third Head 
propos d, vis, 


ird. , To preſeribe proper Remedies 


for checking this dangerous Infection, which 
is ſo rife. among us. 

1. Let me beg of you (and I would take 
the ſame Advice my ſelf I give to others) 
frequently to inſpect the Frame and Tem- 
per of your own Heart, and the Conduct 
of your own Life. O how much, and how 
important Work would this cut out for us! 
Were this one Direction conſcientiouſly pra- 
ctiſed, we ſhould then have very little 
Time, and leſs Inclination, to eſpy and 
publiſh the Faults of others. Thoſe who 
are notoriouſly guilty of the Vice I have 


been expoling, have Cauſe to ſuſpect that 


they are Strangers at home. 

2. Which is a Conſequence of the for- 
mer; pity the Faults of others; pray for 
them, and throw the Mantle of Love over 
them. If we know our own Blemiſhes and 
Miſcarriages, this will lead us to ſympa- 
thize with others, to bear one anothers Bur- 
den, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt: And 
when once we are touch'd with a commiſe- 
rating Senſe of their Condition, this will ex- 
preſs it ſelf, by offering up to Almighty 
God, our hearty Prayers for them, _ 

C e 
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he would pardon their Follies, and by his 
Spirit, graciouſly aſſiſt to conquer and ſub- 
due them, Where-ever this bleſſed Frame 
of Soul hath the Aſcendant, ſuch, if con- 
ſiſtently with their Duty, they can hide the 
Faults of others, they will do it. Love 
covereth all Sins x. And above all Things 
have fervent Charity among your ſelves ; 
for Charity ſhall cover the Multitude of Sins\. 
Charity covers a Multitude of Faults in 
another ; therefore, to be ſure, is very far 
from imputing any to him, he is wholly in- 
nocent of. 

3. If in Converſation the Tide runs ſtrong 
againſt a particular Perſon, labour to turn 
it; if you know any good of him, ſpeak 
that; if you are filent, let your Actions 
ſpeak for you, that you are far from taking 
Pleaſure in ſuch Diſcourſe. When in Con- 
verſation the whole Company are, with 
full Cry, purſuing ſome abſent Friend or 
Acquaintance, to appear openly to vindi- 
cate him, may, perhaps, be to expoſe your 
ſelf to be worried ; but try whether you 
cannot, by Degrees, turn the Diſcourſe to 
another Subject; and when they begin to 
cool, if you are able, in a few Inſtances, to 


E Prov. x. 1 2. 
I Pet. iv. 8. 


ſhew 


Calumny Delincated. 19 


ſhew the Falſity or great Improbability of 
what was laid to his Charge, you will go a 
good Way to brighten his ſullied Repura- 
tion, and remove the unhappy Impreſſions 
the Company have imbibed to his Diſ- 
advantage: But if Matters are fo cir- 
cumſtanced (as 'tis to be expected they 
ſometimes will) that Silence appears the 
more prudent Part, then let your Actions 
ſpeak for you. Tis with amazing Swift- 
neſs and Force we communicate our Sen- 
timents of Things by our Actions: Theſe 
are a kind of univerſal Language; a Turn of 
the Head, a more than ordinary Gravity of 
Countenance, a Contraction of the Brow, 
diſcover our Diſlike and Uneaſineſs; and if 
the Company have any Value for us, they 
will drop that Diſcourſe, which ſeems ſo 
much to diſpleaſe us, and aflume ſome 
other Subject: If they {till continue it, take 
the firſt Opportunity of quitting the Com- 
pany ; and be ſure to make none your Bo- 
tom Friends, who are notoriouſly guilty of 
this deteſtable Vice. You will, perhaps, 
ſay, Should we thus act, how conſiderably 
muſt we leflen the Number of our Acquain- 
tance ? I own, that as Matters now ſtand, 
this is like to be the Caſe of many ; but be 
it ſo; Is it not better to drop the Acquain- 
tance of thoſe, from whole Converſation 
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ou can receive but little Benefit, and are 
in the utmoſt Danger of receiving a great 
deal of Hurt? He that walketh with wiſe 
Men ſhall be wiſe ; but a Companion of Fools 
ſhall be deffroyd". And that the Tale- 
bearer and Slanderer deſerve that Name, 
the former Part of this Diſcourſe hath (I 
think) ſufficiently evinced. 

4. Earneſtly beg of God to ſet a Watch 
over the Door of your Lips. If this be our 
weak Side, that our Tongue, imparient of 
Reſtraint, is apt to break all due Bounds ; 
let us beg of God to ſet it right, and keep it 
ſo: Set a Watch, O Lord, before my 
Mouth; keep the Door of my Lips. And 
in another Place: O Lord, open thou my 
Lips, and my Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy 
Praiſe. 

g. As I obſerved under the firſt Head, 
that the Want of proper Materials for Diſ- 
courſe, was one Source of this Vice: Take 
care to furniſh your felves with ſuch. 
I hope there is enough to talk of in your 
friendly Vifits, without prying into the 
Affairs of Families, and picking up and 
divulging all the ill-natured Stories a fertile 
Imagination, and malicious Temper can 


m Prov. xiii. 20, 
o Pfalm cxli. 3. 


ſug- 
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ſuggeſt. The Imployment of the Scaven- 
ger is not half ſo deſpicable, ſo mean as 
this, even bating the Sin of it. Were Scan- 
dal and Obliquy once diſcarded, it might 
be hoped, that religious Subjects would 
find ſome Place in the Converſation, which, 
if prudently managed, would be of the 
higheſt Advantage, and turn to the beſt 
Account. I was going to deſcend to ſome 
Particulars, for filling up the Time on theſe 
Occaſions but I reſtrain my ſelf ; the 
mentioning them might, in the Opinion of 
ſome, ſink below the Dignity of the 
Place wherein I ſtand. I haſten therefore 
to the laſt general Head, 


Fourthly, To addreſs my ſelf to thoſe 
who are Sufferers by this Vice; and in fo 
numerous an Auditory , I doubt not, but 
there are many ſuch. 

Firſt then. Whenever you hear any 

Thing hath been reported concerning you, 
to leflen your Character, examine whether 
you are guilty of the Charge or not : If 
guilty, take Care, by your future Deport- 
ment, to give no Occaſion for a Renewal 
of this Accuſation, If you ſtand clear, 
comfort your ſelf with the Teſtimony of 


v Conliſting of about a Thouſand Hearers 
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your own Conſcience. For this, we are 
obliged ro our very Enemies, that we may 
oftner learn our weak Side from them, 
than from our Friends : Either they do nor 
fee our Faults, or conceal them from us, 
or ſoften them by partial Repreſentati- 
ons. An Adverſary, on the contrary, by a 
nice Search, diſcovers every Flaw and Im- 
erfection in our Temper and Conduct: 
And though his Malice may ſet them in 
too ſtrong a Light ; yet he hath often ſome 
Ground for what he advances. Try your 
ſelf therefore impartially; here is ſuch a 
Report whiſper'd about the Town con- 
cerning me, Whence ſhould it ariſe ? What 
Occaſion have I given for it ? If you cloſely 
purſue the Inquiry, perhaps, you may trace 
it to its Spring; it aroſe from ſome falſe 
Step or other in your Conduct ; though 
the Thing hath been beyond Meaſure ag- 
gravated. But if, upon Search, you find 
your ſelf wholly innocent, let the Verdict 
Conſcience brings in your Favour, admi- 
niſter a perpetual Feaſt. Doubt not bur, 
though the Clouds are at preſent gather- 
ed, and look black upon you, they will 
ſhortly blow over, and your Character will 
only ſtand the firmer, for the Aſſault made 
upon it. Let not the groundleſs Inſinuati- 
ons of the Tale-bearer deprive you of one 
Night's 
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Night's Reſt, or break in upon the Com- 
poſure of your Mind. To maintain this 
deſirable Evenneſs of Spirit under Reproach, 
conſider, 

Secondly, Though it be your Unhappi- 
neſs to be Calumniated, it is not your Sin. 
Ic muſt be owned, that upon Perſons of 
noble and generous Minds it grates very 
hard; but let ſuch reflect upon the Re- 
proaches the Son of God, the bleſſed Au- 
thor of our holy Religion, underwent: How 
calm and unmoved was his Deportment all 
the while! He was ſtigmatized as a Friend 
to Publicans and Sinners; a Confederate with 


wicked Spirits: This Man, ſay they, caſt- 


eth out Devils, by Belzebub, the Prince of 


Devils. Thus the holy Jeſus, though he 
knew no Sin, and was perfectly clear from 
any Guilt, yet was loudly clamour'd againſt as 
guilty of the moſt flagrant Wickedneſs. He 
ſuffered the Contradiction of Sinners; and 


this was no ſmall Part of his Humiliation. 


This likewiſe is a Part of that Croſs we are 
to bear, in Conformity to our Lord; but 
the Sin of it lies at the Door of the Slander- 
er, it is he is like to be the greateſt Sufferer 
by it in the end. Diſcover then a Temper 
worthy a Chriſtian; be more concerned for 
the Guilt contracted by the chief Authors of 


the Calumny, and the Diſhonour that may 
be 


| 
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be done to the bleſſed God by it, than for 
any Inconveniencies ariſing to your ſelf 
from it. While you maintain this Temper 
of Soul, you have ground to hope that God 
will fulfil that gracious Promiſe to you, 
Then ſhall .ysur Light riſe out of Obſcurity, 
and your Darkneſs be turned into Noon-day”. 
birdly, Take care to live down the 
Scandal, Be eminent for the contrary 
Grace to that Vice with which you are 
aſperſed. It was an Anſwer worthy the 
Philoſopher, which Plato returned, when 
told, that ſome Perſons had fpoke Evil of 
him, No Matter (faith he) I'll take care to 
live ſo, as that no body ſhall. believe them. 
The particular Duty which at ſuch a Time 
Providence calls for, is that which ſtands 
directly oppoſed to the Fault Men unjuſtly 


accuſe us of. 


I ſhall now conclude with an Inference or 
rwo. 

Infer. 1. From what hath been ſaid, let 
us all take heed of carefling this odious 
Tribe of Tale-bearers. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of ſome, who not liking to retain God in 
their Knowledge, were given up by him to 
a reprobate Mind, and were full of Deceit, 
Malignity, Whiſperers, Backbiters, Haters 


P Ifa, wiii. 10. f 
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of God: And there is a greater Connection 
than Men are generally aware of between 
thoſe three Characters. How can he love 
God who hates his Brother? The Tale- 
bearer is a Peſt to Society, an Abuſer of the 
Confidence others repoſe in him, by giving 
them an ill Opinion of their Neighbours: 
His deſtructive Whiſper blights like an 
eaſterly Wind, and withers every ones Re- 
putation it breathes upon. Such convey 
the Scandal they are deſirous of ſpreading, 
under the Notion of a mighty Secret, and 
whiſper that in your Ear to Day, you may 
hear proclaimed on the Houſe-rop to Mor- 
row. As therefore you value either the 
Peace of your own Conſcience, or the Wel- 
fare of your Neighbours, contract no Fa- 
miliarity with ſuch Perſons. 

Infer. 2. What Reaſon have thoſe of us 
to bleſs God, who have been in a great 
Meaſure hid from the Scourge of the 
Tongue. If the Wrath of Men hath been 
reſtrained from breaking out, ſo as to di- 
ſturb our Peace, and blemiſh our Reputa- 
tion, let us give God the Glory. This is 
the beſt Method to preſerve our good 
Name. If we honour God he will honour 
us; will hide us in the Secret of bit 
Preſence, from the Pride of Men, and 


1 Rom. i. 29, 30. 


guard 


De nern 


— 2 my — — — —— _ — 
— v 8 


Ss 7 4 nr ers . 


ab Calumny Delmeated. 


guard us in a Pavilion, from the Strife of 
Tongues *. Neither the Innocence of the 
Dove, though join'd with the Prudence of 
the Serpent, is ſufficient entirely to ſecure 
us from unjuſt Cenſures and falſe Accuſa- 
tions. If we enjoy the Happineſs of an un- 
blemiſh'd, and univerſal good Character, 
tis to that commanding Influence Almighty 
God hath over the Hearts and Tongues of 
Men, we are indebted for it. 

To cloſe all. Let me beg of my Audi- 
tory, thoſe of you eſpecially who. are moſt 
nearly concerned, to ſtudy, and exhibit to 
Mankind, that beautiful Character Solo- 
mon draws of the virtuous Woman in the 
laſt Chapter of the Proverbs, from the 
tenth Verſe to the End, a Part of which 
ſtands directly oppoſed to the Vice I have 
been deſcribing. Verſe 26, and 27. She 
openeth her Mouth with W iſdom : Is not 
Talkative, Cenſorious or Peeviſh. If no 
Occation of ſpeaking offers, ſhe keeps her 
Lips cloſed, and when ſhe ſpeaks i it is 4 ard 
— and pertinently. And in her 
Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs : Every 
Thing ſhe faith is courteous and obliging, 
as well as wiſe and prudent and whilſt 'tis 
viſible that Love and Kindneſs dictates her 


5 Pſal, XX X1, 20. 
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Diſcourſe, this puts a commanding Force 
in it, and makes it a kind of Law to thoſe 
ſhe converſeth with. Verſe 27. She looketh 
well to the Ways of her Houſhold, and eateth 
not the Bread of Idleneſs. Her own dome- 
ſtick Affairs fill up her Time and Care. 
She neither is Idle her ſelf, nor indulges it 
in any of her Family. Tis with the high- 
eſt Reaſon the wiſe Man pronounces of 
ſuch a Woman, That her Price is far above 
Rubies. I profeſs my ſelf ſo charmed with 
the Character Solomon here draws of the 
virtuous Woman, that I heartily wiſh all 
the Women in Great Britain would com- 
mit it to Memory, and copy it out in their 
daily Conduct. 

And now, how Happy ſhould I think my 
ſelf, might any Thing I have offered be 
bleſſed of God, to put ſome Stop to that 
uncharitable Spirit of Tale-bearing and 
Slander, which is gone forth among us; and 
I am ſorry to ſay, diſcovers it ſelf even 
among ſome of thoſe who make a greater 
Profeſſion than others. What Uneaſineſs 
hath it given me, to hear ſuch Flirts as 
theſe from the Mouth of the Profane: 
There's ſuch an one will neither Swear, 
Where, nor Drink to exceſs, but for Tale- 
bearing and Slander hath ſcarce his equal : 
He is a common Makebate in the Neigh- 
5 3 bourhood. 
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Pourhood- What odd Notions ined 


1 Deine 


have imbibed of Religion I know nor, But 
fure 1 am, he or ſhe that is a bad Nei gh 
bour, doth not, cannot deſerve the Nam 


of a good Chriſtian. Tis impoſſible but that 


2 will come, but woe to them by whom 
they come. Let us all look to our ſelves, 


That we lay not a ſtumbling Block in our 


Brother's way, earneſtly praying, 7 — 
God would pour upon us more of 
iſdom from above, which is not oy 
pure but peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be in- 
treated, full of all good Works. Then we 
ſhall be ſo far from going up and down as 
Tale-bearers, that we ſhall do our utmoſt 


to frown upon, and diſcourage thoſe who 


55 ſuch, and when any Thing of Scandal 
reaches our Ears, it will preſently die with 
us. Then we ſhall be ſo far from ſtanding 
againſt the Blood of our Neighbour, that we 
ſhall employ a laudable Solicitude to clear 
up his Innocence in leſſer Matters; much 
more, if the Crimes falſly 8 on mn 
are or a capital Nature. 
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